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took his lunch and thereafter spread a dhoti on the floor
to have his afternoon siesta, there being ample time for
him that day, to enjoy such rest. Soon, he was fast
asleep and had not got up even at 4 0' clock, when he
should have reported for duty at the station.

It was a little past 5 P.M. when he woke up, and
seeing the clock, he was taken aback. Being late, he got
ready in a jiffy and reached the station in haste.

At the station, when the stationmaster saw him
panting and fretting in his presence, he was astonished
and left speechless. He could not make out whether
what he was witnessing was a reality or a fantasy.

It is more than an hour since the train departed, but
how is it that you are here now?'

It is..../

'Has there been any problem in the train that has
caused its stoppage midway? How is it that no message
has come? And how have you come here?'

Train, problem, message were the only words the
guard heard, but he could not understand anything of
what the stationmaster had queried.

'Sir, what are you driving at? I do not follow what you
are telling,' said the guard.

It is only your action that is baffling me,' replied the
stationmaster.

'Sir, I am coming from home, only now. After puja
and food, I indulged in a catnap, but was soon fast